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THE new masters of the Siberian
Pacific coast are undoubtedly the

Japanese, but the Mikado's military
leaders who organized the Vladivostok
"revolution" are keeping well in the background.so that I can say nothing about
them. I can say a good deal, however,
about the Russians who are acting as tools
of the Japanese, tor I spent over a year in
Eastern Siberia as a military officer in the
employ of the British Government. Consequentlymy knowledge of Generals Semenoff,Boldyrev & Co. is greater, I think,
than that of any newspaper correspondent
who was in Siberia at the same time.

Boldyrev is an honest man and a sincere

republican, who in 1918 was in the L'ta
Government and afterward in the Omsk
Government, but some of Kolchak's supporters,thinking him too liberal, ejected

^ him by a .quite unjustifiable coup d'etat,
which was quite as criminal as the Bolshevikroup d'rtat a year earlier in Moscow.
He is apparently having nothing to do,
however, with the new Vladivostok Government.for he must see very clearly that
it is dominated by the Japanese.
To describe Semenoff properly I must

make a long digression, else the readers of
The New York Herald would think that I
was telling fairy stories, for the career of
this young man.he is only 26.is as marvellous,though not as pleasant, as a fairy
tale.
The latest news about him to hand while

I write is a telegram from the Far East
saying that he has made his appearance off
Vladivostok in a Japanese ship, with a

large staff and a very large quantity of ammunition.-The consuls are opposing his
landing, and as he is not in the good books
cither of the English or the Americans it
is possible that his employers, the Japanese,
will send him back to Port Arthur. But it
is fairly certain that he will turn up later
and play a dominant part in the buffer
state which the Japs have founded on the
shores of the Pacific, so that I make no

apology for saying a good deal about him.

Young Semenoff's Career Is
Full of Ugly Adventure

Semenoff is a figure that can hardly be
paralleled in European history of any later
date than the wars of the Spanish Succession.He is h "throwback" produced by
the complete demoralization of Russia and
by the abrupt retrogression of all Europe
as a result of the great wap. That retrogressionhas gone on to an extent which
would have been considered quite impossibleten years ago. It has brought hack
the powerful German people to the stage
in which they were warring with the
Poles, and the Austrian people to the stage
in which they were contending not with
the French and the English but with the
scattered Slavonic tribes on their frontier.
Highwaymen are now the curse of several
remote pairts of Germany, as they were

throe hundred years ago. and some of the
.country houses have had moats built
around them again and watchmen stationedon the walls in order to give warningof the approach of raiders. Isolated
villages in the Prusso-Polish debatable land
have had to fortify themselves like Englishvillages on the Scottish border in the
year 1500.
Even as I write this there comes news

to me of the appearance of a robber band
fn one of the large forests which a new republicin this part of Europe is trying to
sell to foreign capitalists. It is not in
Esthonia. and I am not going to say where
it is, for these young states are extremely
averse to the circulation of reports which
might keep out foreign capital, but it
would be a nasty jar for a well groomed
gentleman from Wall Street, coming to
eastern Europe to inspect some property,
in ho^strnne- nn to one of his own trees

by a regular Robin Hood band of outlaws.

Warfare in South Russia
Sinks to Level of joo Years Ago

In the name way the warfare in Siberia,
South Russia. Poland, the Ukraine and the
Caucasus sank during the last three years
to the level of the warfare waged 300 years
ago. The I'krainian villages are all fortifiedand fighting against each other, the
fighting being often for cattle and pigs in'stead of for high purposes of imperial
policy, and being sometimes conducted
(this, I admit, is an anachronism) with
artillery and machine guns and armored
motor cars abandoned by the wreck of the
Czar's great army and worked by peasants
who served as artillerists, machine gunners
and motor drivers in that innumerable
host. The military leaders are very often
private soldiers, whose staff work is as

primitive as Tamerlane's.
Rudenny, the Bolshevik cavalry leader, is

a Caucasian Cossack who can neither read
nor write, and the majority of the other
leaders on both sides two years ago in
South Russia and Siberia had never risen
In the pre-war army above the rank of Cap
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only N. C. O.s. privates and officers' servants.Oen. Caida. the great Czecho slovak
leader in Siberia, had been only a stretcher
bearer. Oen. Sirovl had been a lawyer's
< ierk, C.cn, Sakharov, the commander In

. chief of all Kolchak's armies, had never

been considered fit for more than a captaincyduring the great war_ and his handlingof the Omsk retreat showed that he
woght never to have been anything more.

Sometimes good men rose to the top, as

always happens during revolutions, but as

a rule It was the mud at the bottom that
rose, owing to the complete demoralization
of the armies, on the principle, I suppose,
that a brawny teamster with a voice like a

foghorn Is better fitted to control a mule
outfit on corduroy forest tracks than an expertand sentle voiced ^uotor driver, accus
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California ever «nw In the fortlea of the to
lnat rentury. The publication of auoh ft Ilk
hook would mnka Impossible Semenoff'a re htil
tentlon of government In the Fur F,a«t. lar
The Japanese would have to find some err

tonied to asphalt roads. Most of the tight- oth
ing that has been done in Europe and Asia lea'
since the armistice would have amazed S
Gen. Pershing, for thp armies were gen- Mo
erally mobs, there was no staff work at all, din
commanders in chief did not know at criti- an<i
<al moments where their flanks had gone gre

to, artillery advanced without any covering mil
Infantry whatever, and every possible .sort hig
of mistake was committed.sometimes with hig
the happiest results, the enemy being in an acc

even worse muddle. reg
Battles became affairs of psychology He

rather than of strategy. Swift advances fro
by small bodies of badly armed troops wh

scaled the life out of large bodies^of bet- Gei
ter armed troops and led to the loss of Eai
thousands of square miles of territory. Wi
But it never led to any such loss of life for
as took place during the battles of the mil
great war. Not more than a thousand peo- 16
pie fell during the two great battles for anr

Omsk in the autumn of 1919, and the Polish gat
loss on the occasion of their great battle Bol
for Warsaw was ludicrous.
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All this is preliminary to a short de- alo

scription of Ataman Semenoff, who, ac- a v

cording to a telegram received here yes- Sei
terday from Berlin, has heen appointed by Jaj
the Japanese as head of the new "Bus- Wl
sian" Government in Vladivostok. If this hfci
news is confirmed it means that Gen. son

Boldyrev, who is an honorable man, has Coi
refused to let himself be used any longer poj
as a figurehead by the Japanese military sar

leaders. But it will certainly arouse suspicionin England and America as to this
Vladivostok Government's claim to de
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instance, to have the opinion of Gen. 1
Graves of the United States Army on Semen- bin
off, also that of Col. Slaughter, likewise of the
the United States Army, on the same sub- mo

Ject. Both these officers have been in 81- exi

berla and know Semenoff well. There are as

a number of American consuls to whom I «rr

could also appeal with confidence on this sid

subject only that I am afraid that the rules wh
of the consular service would prevent them out

from speaking for publication. There are is.
also many American and British business lou
men in Siberia who have very decided he
views about Semenoff. but I am not sure Go

tnat, with all the cables to Vladivostok in ka<
the hands of the Japanese, any one of them mo

would like to speak out. chi
If the Washington Government were to If I

publish a blue book giving all the des- int

patches sent to the State Department and f
to the War Office about Semenoff from the eul
middle of 11)18 to the present time. It would an<

be one of the most sensational volumes ma

ever Issued by nny government press. For fro
these despatches would prove that Semen- rls
off is In the pay of the Japnnese Govern- col
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er figurehead, and perhaps they would .

ve the maritime province altogether. Wft
lemenoff, who is of mixed Russian and )n
ngol blood, served with the Verkhneu- ^
sk- Cossacks.most of them Buriats.

nn
I rose to the rank of Captain during the ^
at war. Neither his education nor his
itary talent permitted of his rising ^
her, and he would not have risen so ^h had it not been for the war, which
ounted for very rapid promotion of
ulars in all the belligerent countries.
saw a little service on the European jj

nt and then returned to the Far East, 'J1
ere he fell under the influence of old J.a
n. Khorvat, the head of the Chinese _°

Setstern Railway and a strong reactionary,
th financial help from Khorvat he
med in northern Manchuria a curious ro

itary outfit comprising Russian boys of °

and 17. Chinamen, Coreans, Mongols f

i Japanese. This was 1918. This varie- ^
ed gang could do nothing against the
Isheviks, though the latter were very J 1

ik at this time, until the Japanese came
u

ng with their regular troops and cleared A.i
ray for Semenoff as far as Chita. There
nenofT reigned, under the protection of
lanese bayonets, till the fall of Kolchak. f
thout Japanese assistance he could not ch*
re held on for a day, for though he had ob«
ne Russian officers and a good many bel
loarlra Qftorhnl tn him tho nntiro rivll rni;

tulation was against him. He is in the it
ne position now at Vladivostok. Ma

mo
menoff Regularly Subsidized Hn

By the Japanese Government re"

coi
["he Japanese paid him then, as they pay rea
a now, for the upkeep of his troops, and it
iy give him besides a regular subsidy in 191
ney in return for which he has got to do to
irtly what they order him to do, exactly ant
if he were an officer in the Japanese
ny. In the middle of 1918 he was sub- Ja|
ized by the nritlsh Government, and gr«
en they dropped him he hired himself evi
to the Japs, whose paid servant he still cai
I'nder these circumstances it is ridicu- thf
s to say that the "Government" which fin
controls at Vladivostok is a Russian in

vernment: It Is as much under the Mi- Bo
1o's thumb as the Government of For- str
so, and Americans will stand a poor thf
«nce of getting any concessions out of it kai
those concessions conflict with Japanese is
erests. Jai
5em cinoit, wncii hi i huh, uhi nui avp«na ivi n

tlrely on the Japanese, however, to hnl- 1
so his budget. He had other ways of ro»

king money. Holding as he did the An
ntler town of Manch,urla. strongly gar- tre
oned hy Japanese troops, he insisted on off
letting the customs there, though he had of
right to do so. This proved a gold mine cot

him, for he could extort as much as he off
ed not only from merchants coming In om

t also from merchants going out, partlcu- flci
ly from Chinese merchants whose Oov- wa

lment is so paralyzed by fear of the Jap- pr<

|

SUNDAY, JULY 10, 19:

PLAY11^
tok 'Revolution' Offe
He Long Has Been

All That's Evil in the
eads Rate Little Abe
amous Japanese Gen(
?seand their proteges that it is generally
aid of making any protest In such eases.
nno nr t vvn nccHMionu whon, ivp:j Ithv

inese merchants had heen robbed and
rdered by Semenoff at the frontier it
protest vigorously, but nothing came of
protests. The Swedish Government also
tested on account of the robbing of some

edjsh merchants who were leaving
eria with a large sum of money when
y were plundered by SemenofT's Cosksand afterward found dead in a wood,
hing came of this either.

ie Mongol Leader Robs
' Means of Armored Motor Train
>ick Turpin had his trusty steed Brown
is, but Semenoff robbed in an up to date
by means of an armored train, in

Ich he patrolled the railway line be>enChita and the Manchurlan border. A
ndinavian merchant who had accumusda large sum of money during many
rs passed in Siberia and who had
den that money ^while the Bolsheviks
e in power in Siberia got it together
>r the Czecho-Slovaks had cleardfl the
inssiherian In August, 1918, and reached
ta with it. Knowing that he could not
into China without Semenoff's knowlehe took the hull by the horns, called
the Ataman and laid the case before

i. It is presumed that he offered Semera portion of his fortune, for that chief1treated him very hospitably and inedon bringing him right to the frontier
Lhe famous armored train. He was last
n being ceremoniously ushered into the
In by Semenoff. amid an armed guard
Cossacks, all saluting respectfully. He
? never seen afterward, nor was his
ney. Next day Semenoff returned alone
}hita. and he ever afterward discouraged
inquiries about that Scandinavian and

panese. though nominally It may br
marchist or a. II. or Menshevik.
Hut whatever It be Japan will rule the
iat. Kven In 1019. when there were

aerlcan, Tlritlsh, French and Itallar
mpa In Siberia, the Japanese soldiers and
leers behaved as though they were cockt
the walk. Incidents Illustrating th<
itempt with which they treated forelgr
leers could be cited by the score. Or
e occasion at Harbin four American of
era had taken a compartment in a rail
y car by paying for It and getflng r

oper authorization from the^pilway au

gold.
ometimes Semenoff went so far that his
>anese employers had to remonstrate
tly with him. He stopped on one occarian English officer in uniform and took
ney from him, hut a vigorous complaint
m the British commander led to an

ilogy from him and a return of the loot,
had at least a dozen misunderstandings
h the American troops, and on one ocionthe Americans were on the point of
ning fire on him. He made trouble
h the gallant Czecho-Slovaks every time
y passed, and on one occasion Gen.
I.da was compelled to send him a public
Imatum couched in the most violent lanige.theonly sort of language which
nenoff understood. In September, 1918,
avelled from Harbin to Ekaterinburg in
Ida's train, along with Major Slaughter.
American military representative, and

ile passing through Semenoff's territory
had to "stand to" all night, under arms,
view of information we had received to
efTect that the Ataman contemplated

attack on us.

Vhile passing through Semenoff's terriyGen. Knox, the British commander in
leria. was held up hv Japanese troops, a

dler mounting guard over the engine
ver while othfer soldiers examined the
in. This naturally led to a vigorous
itest on the part of the British General,
though the Japanese quibbled and exinedthey never really apologized. After

Ichak formed his Government at Omsk
nenoff continually stopped ammunition,
lipment and supplies for the Russian
ops on the Ural front.--'This elicited
res oi cnt; mum viuinu nMniunnun !.*/..

Rrltish and American Generals whn
re supporting Kolchak, hut still the
ng went on, and it prohahly had somengto do in the end with the "Supreme
ler'a" downfall.

isociated With Kolchak
This Cossack Betrayed Him

temenoff never really acknowledged Kol
ik, and Kolchak could never win the
sdienc.e of this Cossack bandit, who had
ilnd him the might of Japan, the only
mtry that really counted in Siberia, for
could send half a million men into the
iritime Province in the course of a

nth, a feat which neither America nor

gland could possibly do. If Japan had
illy wanted to crush the Rolshevlks it
lid have done so easily in 1918. If it had
lly wanted to assist the "Supreme Ruler"
could have seated him in the Kremlin in
9. Rut. Judging hy Its actions, it seemed
desire that Russia should remain wealc
1 divided, and it seems to desire so still.
The Soviet Government is afraid that
lian will launch from Vladivostok a

sat attack not only on Red Siberia hut
n on Red Russia, hut it need have no

ise for fear. The Japanese wanMlo keep
> Rupsians fighting one another ad in
Itum, and If any of the White General!
its pay are too successful against the
lshcviks it will get rid of them, for a

ong Russia, whether White or Red, in
i last thing in the world that the Mi
lo's Government desires. Its one idea
tn miikp »hn Russian Pacific const reallv
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thorities to have it entirely to themselves. E£
But after the train had started a Japanese jp
Major who spoke English insisted, despite
all protests, on forcing his way into it and a

taking1 the best seat. There was naturally 8ii
a row, in the course of which the Major JU1
drew a revolver, but was knocked down
and kept a prisoner till the end of the Q
journey.

I introduce this question of the Japanesebecause it is intimately bound up
with the question of Semenoff, who is only to
a tool in the hands of the Japanese. If re

lie rules in Vladivostok the Japanese will hu
be masters of the port, and American busi- nil
ness will be tin ly but politely frozen out. rei

To continue however, my account of ^t
Semenoff. In 1919 he had a most violent tei
row with Kolchak, who denounced him for en

holding up ammunition and whom he in lei
turn defied, greatly to the delight of the mi

Japanese, to whom Kolchak was not suf- tii
ficie'ntly subservient. In July, 1919, the he
Japanese sent a military mission to Omsk Kf
in order,to treat with the "Supreme Ruler," wl
who refused to have anything to do with ra

them, however, wlfen it was explained to
him that before any help was sent he must no

write a most servile letter to the Mikado, 19
throwing himself metaphorically at that di
monarch's feet and imploring his assist- 19
ance. of

Later on in the year great pressure was wi

brought to bear on Japan by England and
France, with the result that Semenoff and in
Kolchak became nominally friends. The du
former was given the rank of General.he Oi
^ad previously given himself the rank of br
Ataman.and invited to come to the Ural ca

front with his Cossacks. He accepted the no

rank and still retains it, but he never of
moved from Chita, and. when Kolchak fell cr

lie was unable or unwilling to assist him. ro
He did. indeed, come as far as Irkutsk in fe<
his armored train, but, being extremely bad ca

as a military leader, he had to retreat tri
again and soon had to flee to Japan. se

His short period of rule in Irkutsk G<
showed him to be not only a bad soldier th
but an inefficient administrator. \ When to
the villagers complained he sent among ah
them punitive expeditions, which robbed th
and burned like the Germans in Belgium, re

Japan's Cours
to Benefit

By CAPTAIN FRANCI
Special Correspondence to The New York

Herald. se

Copyrfight, 1321, bp The New York Herald. vl
Rkval, June 8. oc

JAPAN'S proceedings in Siberia will de

rather help Bolshevism in that countrythan otherwise, and may end in 'l,:
. ra

a \var between Japan and America. The

Japanese Government has now demanded W]
from the Far Eastern republic the opening
of three important points. Khabarovsk,
Blagovyeshchensk, and Chita.the latter rp
being the seat of government. It also demandsfor its nationals concessions in

co
mines, woods and steamship communicationon the Amur, and Insists that its sub- Ka

Jects be compensated for all the loss they Wl

sustained in the civil war in Siberia. This w

simply means, of course, that the military ar

party in Japan is in the saddle and is de- fa

termined to keep Siberia in a state of dis- w'

order for its own purposes. tu

The Soviet Government has addressed a CT

note to the French, English and Italian la
Governments complaining of the support Ei
which the Japanese are giving to White
Guard leaders like Semenoff and Ungern- gi

Sternberg. The Soviet Government blames eti

England for permitting this seizure of ti
Vladivostok, which is, it says, a breach of hi
the Anglo-Russian trade agreement, and it fu

says it "reserves to itself the right to take gi

the measures rendered necessary by this st

change of policy on the part of Great th
Britain." p«
The Japanese made all arrangements for

the capture of Vladivostok from the Bol- C
sheviks. They arrested the Red leaders,
prevented the Red troops from concentratingami allowed the insurgents to seize the
railway station and the arsenal. Vladi- tt
vostok now Ib practically a Japanese pqrt. m

^ At the same time the Japanese are busy tl
in Mongolia, where they are raising a Rt
large Mongolian force for service in Siberia.Here, howevey, they are not hitting r
it off so well with the local White guerillas, H1

t ngern-Sternberg and Ataman Annenkov, a w

young Cossack of 25, extremely ferocious, q
drunken and dissipated. Annenkov, whose
record an a butcher and a gunman would 0|
earn him the renpectful admiration of the *

r<

worst old time "bad man" of Texas, re- p,
cently attacked the new Mongolian army, m

but then, fearing arrest by the Japanese,
he toolf refuge at the headquarters of the e]

| Chinese expeditionary force In Mongolia. ,r

Afterward he proceeded to Pckin In order ^
to elaborate, with the assistance of the ^
War Ministry there, plans for a campaign w

against Ungern-Sternberg, who on his side s(

proclaimed a general mobilization with- jr
out, however, getting a single recruit.

(
On venturing northward again into Mon,golla Annenkov was arrested by the Japa- m

[ nese and his band dispersed. In Pekln h
there is now sitting a conference of the w

. Mongolian "princes," who are drawing up, w

with the assistance of the Chinese Gov- w

ernment. a plan of campaign for driving
Ungprn Sternberg out of Mongolia. ,

1
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hen workmen complained he had them
ripped, tied up and scourged. He murred,robbed, burjied and misgoverned like
medieval German Baron. The British
leers who were attached to his "court"
nt the strongest protests on this suojeet
their superiors, and the American offlrsdid the same, hut there was no imovementand most of the foreign officers

't. This is the man whom the Japanese
ve had in their pa# for the last three
ars and whom they mean to run as their
ndidate for the Presidency of ;the Far
tstern Republic. In my opinion Lenine
a much more respectable person.
Semenoff is married, bat having annexed
woman in a cafe of Kharbin. the worst
nlr r\9 inlrinifv \ n thn War Want hf> has

ide her share his "throne."

en. Kappell, Deceased, Was a

Man of Superior Sort
Gen. Kappell, also said by the telegrams
have been concerned in the Vladivostok

volution, was of a different type. A
siness man by profession and an Esthoanby nationality, he was till 1914 the repBentativeof a German firm in Samara.
the beginning of the great war he enredthe army as an ensign, but at the

d of the war he was a Colonel of artilry.When the Czecho slovaks took Saara,Kappell, who was living there at the '

ne, collected 500 men round him and
lped them to capture Simbirsk and
izan, as well as 165,000,000 gold rubles
lich the Reds were carrying about in
ilway trucks.
In November, 19fR, he was in Ufa, having
w attained the rank of General, and in
19 he was again at Ufa forming a new

vision. I saw him near Ufa in May,
19, and thought him one of the best
the Russian Generals.businesslike, untried,careful of his men.
When the Red wave swept over the Urals
June, 1919, he was swept before it. but
ring the terrible winter retreat from
nsk whiph followed he showed great
avery and resource. When Kolchak waa

ptured near Irkutsk, Kappell, seeing that
ithing could bp done but to save as many
his sadly diminished force as possible,

ossed Lake Raikal on the ice, taking
rty-eight hours to do it and getting his

nown, sunk into a letnnrgtc and nalrIttedcondition. Is generally pleased at

;eing a white man grovelling before him
i a posture of abject abasement.
Another big Russian figure in the Far
ast Is Oen. Khorvot, n large, easy, nfTahle
inn. with a long gray beard, who Is at the
ead rtf the Chinese Eastern Railway and
ho made hip headquarters In Hnrhln,
hlch, being leased by Russia from China,
as until the other day neither Chinese nor

Continued on Udetk i'uyo.

et frozen. His soldiers succeeded in
rrying him to a Czecho slovak Red Cross
sin on the other side of the lake, hut
veral days afterward the unfortunate
>neral died. His name is mentioned as

at of one of the leaders that recently
ok Vladivostok, hut the mistake is probilvdue to the fact that his troops, though
ey had dwindled to a small hand, still
tain the name of their beloved leader.

e Tends
Bolshevism

IS M'CULLAGH.
In other words, the white race, as reprentedby various Russian Cossack chiefs,
ho are really bandits and adventurers,
cupies about the lowest rung on the ladrin Mongolia and eastern Siberia. The
panese and Chinese are using them
;alnst the other. Pressed in skins and
gs and seldom sober, for the Jrps keep
em well supplied with firewater, their
lid followers are rapidly degenerating to
e condition of savages, and the well
esscd, well equipped ,1apanose leaders
gard them with contempt.
That the Japanese will keep them in that
ndltion as long as possible may be rerdedas certain. Rut the result of it all
111 be that most of the Russian peasants
ill be driven to side with the Bolsheviks,
id that the whole of eastern Siberia will
11 into Japanese hands. The Japanese
ill make the most of the present disrbedstate of Europe, with Germany
ushed, France nearly bankrupt and Engndhandicapped by conditions in Ireland,
gypt and India.
The Japs are behaving, however, with v
eat diplomatic skill and it will he diffi
lit for any western Power to fake exceponto their proceedings. They can always
ame the Chita Republic for neglecting to
ilfil its engagements, especially with reirdto the indemnification of Japanese
ihjects, whose losses are fixed so high
lat the impecunious Russians can never
ly u.

'ossack Leader Pictured as

Grovelling Before the Mikado
Moreover, the colossal mining and foreat
incesBions, which the Japanese are deandingand which nobody can prevent
lem from taking, will give the Mikado a

rangle-hold on the Far Baatern republic,
r'orat of all, Japan ia working through
uaainn agenta. whom ahe haa bought body
rid amil. One of theae la Gen. Semenoff,
ho ia only a figurehead in the handa of
apt. Kuroki, the clever aon of Field MarlalKuroki. the conqueror at the battle
r the Yalu. Semenoff ia a very ignorant
r»ung Coasack and almost a savage, but his
roclamations are written for him and his
dlitary plana drawn up by Kuroki, who
jeaka Russian well and ia always at his
Ibow. SemenofT is occasionally sent by his
laster to Tokio in order to grovel before
>e Mikado, who, though now, as is well


